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A Tentative Sequence of Events in Paul's Life
Except for a few
incidents, such
as Paul's visit to
Corinth
when
Gallio
was
proconsul
in
Achaea (Greece)
(c. 51-53 AD),
scholars do not
agree on the
precise dates of major events in Paul's life. From references in Paul's
letters and a cautious use of material in the book of Acts, however, it
is possible to reconstruct a general outline of Paul's biography.
1. Paul is born a Hellenistic (Greek) Jew (in Tarsus, first decade AD?).
He is educated as a Pharisee (Phil. 3:5-6; 2 Cor. 11:22).
2. [Jesus is crucified (c. 30 AD?)]
3. Paul harasses members of the early Jesus movement (1 Cor. 15:9;
Gal. 1:13-14).
4. Paul encounters the risen Jesus (c. 32-34 AD.) (Acts 9:1-22,
1:Cor.15:9-10; Gal. 1:10-12, 16).
5. After his revelation, Paul travels to "Arabia" and then returns to
Damascus (without visiting Jerusalem) (Gal. 1:16-17).
6. "After three years," he visits Jerusalem to meet Peter (Cephas) and
James "the Lord's brother" (Gal. 1:18-19).
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7. He then travels to "Syria and Cicilia [SE Turkey]," presumably as a
missionary to Gentiles (and steering clear of Jewish churches) (Gal.
1:22).
8. "Fourteen years later," with Titus and Barnabas, Paul makes a
second visit to Jerusalem (c. 49 AD), presumably to confer with Peter,
John, James, and representatives from Antioch about admitting
Gentiles as equal members of the church (Gal. 2:1-10; cf. Acts 15).
9. After the Jerusalem consultation, Paul returns to Antioch, where
he opposes Peter over the issue of dining with Gentiles (Gal. 2:11-14).
10. Traveling from Antioch to Greece, Paul establishes the first
Christian congregations of Europe (Philippi, Thessalonica, and
Corinth); he remains in Corinth for eighteen months (c. 49-51 AD),
and writes letter to the Thessalonians (c. 50 AD). (See Acts 18:11-12.)
11. Paul visits Ephesus (c. 52-55 AD); he writes 1st Corinthians (c. 5455 AD).
12. Paul makes a (second?) tour of Macedonia and Greece (Acts 19:1,
10, 22); he writes various parts of 2nd Corinthians (and Galatians?).
13. Paul makes a third and final visit to Corinth; he writes Romans
and plans to revisit Jerusalem and then to stop by Rome en route to
Spain (Rom. 15:23-29).
14. Paul makes a third visit to Jerusalem, where he is arrested and
then imprisoned at Caesarea under Antonius Felix (procurator of
Judea, c. 52-59 AD) and Felix's successor, Porcius Festus.
15. Under armed guard, Paul is transported to Rome, where he
remains under house arrest for two years (c. 60-62 AD) (Acts 27-28).
16. Paul is executed in Rome under Nero (c. 62-64 AD).
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Reflection – Sunday 27th June 2021
I’m sure that you will have heard about a woman called Helen Keller.
Helen Keller was born in America in 1880, and when she was just 19
months old she contracted a disease – which may have been scarlet
fever or meningitis. As a result of her illness, Helen Keller became
both blind and deaf.
Helen Keller was very lucky to have a wonderful teacher, called Anne
Sullivan, and Helen Keller learned to communicate by signs drawn in
the palm of her hand, and by learning to lip read by touching peoples
lips as they spoke.
Helen Keller later obtained a university degree, and went on to
become a world-famous writer and a public speaker. She died in my
lifetime, in 1968, and they held a special service to mark her life in
the National Cathedral in Washington.
Helen Keller, once wrote a magazine article entitled, ‘Three days to
see.’ In that article she outlined what things she would like to see if
she were granted just three days of sight.
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On the first day she said she wanted to see friends. Day two she
would spend seeing nature. The third day she would spend in her
home city of New York watching the busy city and the people going
about their work and their everyday lives. She finished her article with
these words:
"I who am blind can give one hint to those who see: Use
your eyes as if tomorrow you were stricken blind.”
In first century Palestine, blindness meant that you would be
subjected to abject poverty. You would be reduced to begging for a
living. You lived at the mercy and the generosity of others. Unless
your particular kind of blindness was self-correcting, there was no
hope whatsoever for a cure. The skills that were necessary were still
centuries beyond the medical knowledge of the day. Little wonder
then that one of the signs of the coming of the Messiah was that the
blind should receive their sight …
This morning’s reading from Acts Chapter 9 tells the famous story of
Paul’s Damascus Road conversion. Paul is struck blind and then, three
days later, he memorably regains his sight “as if the scales had fallen
from his eyes.”
But not only had his physical sight returned, he now had a vision of
the love of God in Jesus Christ. He turned from a life of persecuting
Christians for their beliefs to becoming their greatest advocate and
encourager. Paul shared the good news widely, helping to establish
many churches in the years that followed, and writing his letters to
guide and encourage them.
There is an old proverb which says, “There’s nothing so blind as those
who will not see.” Earlier I was talking about Helen Keller ... and Helen
Keller was once asked if there was anything, in her judgement, worse
that being blind. She replied, “Yes, having no vision.”
Paul lost his sight, but gained his vision.
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You might remember the story of blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52)
who regained his sight and immediately began to follow Jesus on the
road. He too had a vision of what the future could be.
In the coming weeks as we look at the places that he travelled to, and
wrote to, let us explore Paul’s vision of who Jesus was, why he came
among us, and what his life, death and resurrection mean for us.
The words of John Newton’s wonderful hymn ‘Amazing Grace’ must
surely have been influenced by Paul’s ‘Damascus Road’ experience,
and Newton’s own conversion.
Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
That saved a wretch like me,
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
Amen.
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Travels with Paul 1 – Philippi
The church at Philippi
was the first church in
Europe established
by Paul and Timothy.
It is estimated that
this
took
place
around 49-50 AD. The
story of the founding
of the church at
Philippi, and Paul and
Silas’ imprisonment there, is recounted in Acts Ch. 16:11-40.
Philippi was established around 360 BC and was abandoned in the
14th century following the Ottoman conquest. The ruins of parts of
the former Philippi can be seen from modern day Filippoi.
As a Roman colony there would have been a strong sense of patriotic
nationalism in Paul’s time, and so the new Christian ways and
practices would have seemed strange and alien to the residents. This
partly accounts for the suspicion and resentment which leads Paul
and Silas’ imprisonment (Acts 16:16-24).
Notably, Paul started his first church at Philippi with women, and left
it in the hands of women! The story of the conversion and baptism of
Lydia (and her household) is told in Acts 16:11-15. This is an
important episode in the history of the church, and for the ordination
of women. (As James Kay, my Professor of Liturgy at Princeton, used
to say, “Thank God for Lydia!”)
It is clear that Paul retained a special affection for the church at
Philippi (see the warmth of his introduction to the letter to the
Philippians – Phil. 1:1-11), and because they were the only group
from whom he would accept financial support (Phil. 4:15-16).
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
According to early church tradition, the Letter to the Philippians is
one of the four ‘Prison’ letters (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and
Philemon) which Paul wrote (c. 61 AD) while under house arrest for
two years towards the end of his life (c. 60-62 AD) (Acts 27-28).
Philippians is perhaps the warmest, and friendliest, of Paul’s missives
and it includes Paul’s quotation of an early Christian hymn that
depicts Jesus as the opposite of Adam – a humbly obedient son whose
sacrifice leads to his heavenly exaltation (Acts 2:5-11).
Themes
The key features of the letter are Paul’s (positive) reflections on his
prison experience, the ‘Hymn to Christ’, exhortations to imitate
Christ, and also offers some autobiographical information on Paul.
Structure
1:1 – 1:11

Paul’s salutation and prayer for the Philippians.

1:12 – 1:30

Paul’s present circumstances.

2:1 – 2:11

Imitating Christ’s humility (‘Hymn to Christ’ 2:6-11)
(“At the name of Jesus every knee should bow”)

2:12 – 2:18

Shining as lights in the world.

2:19 – 3:1a

Timothy and Epaphroditus.

3:1b – 3:11

Breaking with the past.

3:12 – 4:1

Pressing towards the goal.

4:2 – 4:9

Exhortations. (Esp. 4:4-8 we studied Summer 2020)
“All that is true, all that is noble …”)

4:10 – 4:20

Acknowledgement of the Philippians gift.

4:21-4:23

Final greetings and Benediction.
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Travels with Paul 2 – Thessalonica
The
church
at
Thessalonica (now
Thessonaliki) was the
second church to be
established in Europe
and this took place
around 49-50 AD,
shortly after Paul and
Silas’ time in Philippi
(Acts Ch. 16:11-40).
The story of the founding of the church at Thessalonica is told in Acts
17: 1-10.
Thessalonica was established around 315 BC by Macedon’s King
Cassander and was named after his wife Thessalonike, who was
Alexander the Great’s half-sister! It became part of the Roman
Empire in 168 BC and became a bustling port city and a critical trading
hub for the exchange of goods between Europe and Asia.
As with Philippi, there would have been a strong sense of Roman
patriotic nationalism and tradition in Thessalonica and so, together
with Jewish objections, there was once again great resistance to the
new Christian ways and practices promoted and preached by Paul.
According to Acts, Paul spent only three weeks there, preaching
mainly in the local synagogue to generally unreceptive Jews, who
soon drove him out of town (Acts 17:5-10).
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1st Letter to the Thessalonians
The first letter to the Thessalonians is commonly regarded as Paul's
earliest extant letter, and would almost certainly have been
composed around 50 AD while in Corinth for 18 months. Paul and
Silas had to flee Thessalonica (Acts 17:10) due to persecution, and
this letter is an attempt to reconnect with them shortly thereafter.
Themes
The key themes of 1st Thessalonians are Holiness, Love and living in
future Hope. This future hope is based on the anticipation of the
imminence of Jesus’ return, known as the Parousia. Paul refers to this
in six different passages and at least once in each of the five chapters
(1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:13-18, 5:1-11).
Urging the Greeks (Gentiles) to forsake lifeless idols for the “living
God” of Judaism, Paul presents Jesus’ resurrection from the dead as
history’s climactic moment. For Paul, the implication of this
apocalyptic moment is that the Thessalonians must live holy lives to
be ready for this 'second coming' which will arrive "like a thief in the
night." (5:2). We might sum up the message of 1st Thessalonians as:"Live in the present as if the future is already here!”
Structure
1:1 - 1:10

Salutation + the Thessalonians faith and example.

2:1 - 2:16

Paul's Ministry in Thessalonica.

2:17 - 3:5

Paul's desire to visit the Thessalonians again.

3:6 - 3:13

Timothy's encouraging report.

4:1 - 4:12

A life pleasing to God.

4:13 - 5:11

The coming of the Lord.

5:12 - 5:28

Final exhortations, greeting and benediction.
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2nd Letter to the Thessalonians
Biblical scholars mostly agree that 2nd Thessalonians wasn’t
composed by Paul, but by someone imitating his style. Indeed, the
letter itself contains a warning that forged letters were already
circulating in Paul’s name (2:1-3). The themes of 1st Thessalonians are
repeated but with a very different theological understanding something Paul himself would have been unlikely to do.
The letter ends by insisting that Paul verified his genuine letters with
his own signature (3:17-18) and perhaps the writer doth protest too
much! However, those who believe in Paul’s authorship point to
similar comments in undisputed letters such as 1 Corinthians 16:2124 and Galatians 6:11.

Travels with Paul 3 – Corinth
The site at Corinth has been occupied since c. 3,000 BC and there are
historical refences to
it from the 8th C. BC
onwards.
Ancient
Corinth was one of
the largest and most
important cities of
Greece,
with
a
population of 90,000
in 400 BC. The
Romans demolished
Corinth in 146 BC, built a new city in its place in 44 BC, and later made
it the provincial capital of Greece. The church at Corinth was the third
church to be established in Europe and this took place around 50 AD,
shortly before Paul travels onwards to Ephesus.
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1st Letter to the Corinthians
The first letter to the Corinthians is commonly regarded as Paul's third
letter (after 1 Thess. and Galatians), and was most likely composed
around 53-54 AD while in Ephesus for some 3 years. The founding of
the church at Corinth is detailed in Acts Ch.18.
There may have been an earlier long-lost letter of Paul to the church
(see 1 Cor. 5:9) which prompted the Corinthians to write to Paul in
response – seeking guidance what to do in several situations (see 1
Cor. 7:1), and this letter (1 Cor.) is Paul’s response to learning of the
problems in the church at Corinth.
Themes
Paul’s letters to the Corinthians urge them to overcome divisions, to
abandon destructive behaviour, and to learn to live in the unity of
Christ. The key themes are: divine vs human wisdom, unity in Christ,
right living, communion, gifts of the Spirit, and the resurrection of the
dead. There are references to Paul's personal life, as well as famously
memorable passages on love (“There are three things which last for
ever: faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of these is love.” Ch.13)
and on the future life (“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?” Ch.15:55).
Structure
Chapters 1-4 – Division in Corinth
Problem: People are uniting around different ‘teachers’.
Solution: Church is a community of people centred around Christ.
Chapters 5–7 – Behavioural issues within the church
Problem: Sexual immorality, lawsuits, marriage and divorce.
Solution: What you do with your body matters.
Chapters 8-10 – Food offered to idols
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Problem: Differences between Jewish Christian and Non-Jewish
Christian practices concerning food offered to idols.
Solution: Not important … do everything to the glory of God!
Chapters 11-14 – Public Worship (‘The Gathering’)
Problem: Chaotic/irregular practices in worship.
Solution: Worship should be ‘orderly’ so that all may understand.
E.g.
Ch.11 – correct institution of the Lord’s Supper.
Ch.12 – Church is one ‘Body’ with many members.
Ch.13 – Love is key to unity in Christ and with one another.
Ch.14 – correct use of spiritual gifts – listen to one another!
Chapter 15 – The resurrection of the dead
Problem: Some say the resurrection doesn’t matter.
Solution: The resurrection is the solution! It is the hope for the
world! It is the key to unity, morality, loving others more than
yourself, and victory over death.

2nd Letter to the Corinthians
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians is most likely a composite of
two, or perhaps even three or four, letters and would have been
written around 54-55 AD. The earlier part of the letter comprises of
Chapters 10-13 (known as the ‘Angry’ or ‘Severe’ letter or the ‘Letter
of Tears’) and would have been written in Ephesus. Paul is not happy!
These Chapters detail Paul’s passionate defence of his ministry in
Corinth and of his apostolic authority, and he is clearly targeting
opponents (“super-apostles” – 11:5) who teach “another Jesus”
(11:4).
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Chapters 1-9 are known as the ‘Letter of Reconciliation’ and it is likely
that this letter, or letters, would have been composed from
Macedonia (Acts 19:21, 20:1) when Paul received the welcome news
from Titus (2 Cor. 7:5-7) that the Corinthians had now disavowed
their divisive leaders in response to his earlier letter of rebuke.
Chapters 8 and 9 seem a little out of place between the anger of
Chapters 10-13 and the reconciliation of Chapters 1-7, and may have
been one or two separate missives before a later editor combined
them.
Structure
Chapters 10-13 – The ‘Severe Letter’ (of 2 Cor. 2:3-4?)
Paul defends his ministry: he warns against false apostles, and
describes his sufferings, visions, and concern for the Corinthian
church. He hopes visit Corinth for a third time in due course.
Chapters 1-7 – The ‘Letter of Reconciliation’
Ch.2 – Paul details the reasons for the postponement for his visit
and forgives his offenders. Ch.3 – God has empowered us as
ministers of the new covenant (promise). Chs.4 & 5 – treasures in
clay jars, and living by faith. Ch.6 & 7 – the ministry of
reconciliation and Paul’s joy at the church’s repentance.
Chapters 8-9 – Miscellaneous messages?
Ch.8 – encouragement to be generous, and commendation of
Titus.
Ch.9 – the collection for Christians at Jerusalem.

15

Travels with Paul 4 – Ephesus
The city of Ephesus
was
established
around 10th C. BC and
was a part of ancient
Greece, but now lies
within Turkey. The
city came under the
control of the Roman
Republic in 129 BC.
The city was famous
in its day for the nearby Temple of Artemis (completed around 550
BC), which has been designated one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World. Ephesus was the centre of worship for most of the
Roman and Greek Gods of the day.
Paul stayed in Ephesus for 3 years c. 52-55 AD helping to establish the
church there ... but not without problems! (see Acts 19). The Gospel
of John might have been written in Ephesus around 90–100 AD, and
Ephesus was one of the seven cities addressed in the Book of
Revelation (Rev. 1:11), indicating that the church at Ephesus was
strong.

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was originally thought to have been
composed around 62 AD while Paul was in prison in Rome. The
authorship of the letter has, however, been the subject of much
scholarly debate for well over 200 years, and there are very close
parallels with the Letter to the Colossians which was also reckoned to
have been written from prison in Rome around the same time.
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Themes
The gospel story of forgiveness and grace, unity in Christ, one spirit,
one body, one faith, putting on the armour of Christ. Paul
summarises the whole gospel story in Chapters 1-3, which should
"therefore" (“I implore you, then …” Eph. 4:1) demonstrate how this
should shape our lives – Chapters 4-6.
Structure
Chapters 1-3 = The Gospel Story
1:1-14

Unity under the Messiah

1:15-23

Paul's prayer - experience the power of the Gospel.

2:1-10

God's grace ... which invites us into ...

2:11-22

... a new family in Christ. Barriers removed.

3:1-13

Paul's unique role as a messenger to non-Jews.

3:14-21

Prayer - grow in spirit & grasp love of Christ.

Chapters 4-6 = Our Story
4:1-16

Unity. One body, faith, spirit, baptism, etc.

4:17-6:9
Lay aside your former nature, and put on your new
nature in God's likeness. e.g. from lies to truth, anger to peace, etc.
Signs of the spirit = singing, being thankful, and elevating others.
6:10-20

Put on the armour of God (imagery draws on Isaiah).
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Travels with Paul 5 – Galatia
In contrast to the
other
Pauline
epistles the letter to
the Galatians is
addressed to the
Christians
of
a
region, however the
identity
of
the
churches
Paul
addresses is unclear.
In Paul’s time, two different geographical areas could be designated
‘Galatia’ (see map overleaf). The first was a territory in north-central
Asia Minor (close to Ankara in modern-day Turkey) occupied by
descendants of Celtic tribes, and there are brief references to Galatia
in Acts 16:6 and 18:23 suggesting that Paul travelled through there
and neighbouring Phrygia (one for the musicians!).
The second, and more likely, possibility is that Paul was writing to the
Christians in the Roman province of Galatia, south of the Celtic
region. This province included the cities of Iconium, Lystra and Derbe
– places where Paul had established churches (see Acts 14). This
would explain the presence of Judaizers (persons advocating
circumcision for all converts) as the Roman province was much closer
to the Jewish-Christian centres at Antioch and Jerusalem than the
Celtic territory.
The conflict between Jewish Christian and Gentile (non-Jewish)
Christian practices led to the Council of Jerusalem of c. 50 AD (see
Acts 15), which decided that Gentile converts were not obliged to
observe the Jewish rite of circumcision. It is into this ongoing conflict,
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and other misunderstandings, that Paul writes his letter to the
churches in Galatia.

Provinces of Asia Minor.
https://sites.google.com/site/paulinecitiesthenandnow/galatia.

Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
Paul’s letter to the Galatians was written from Corinth or Ephesus
around 56 AD, and has exerted an enormous influence on the history
of Christianity, the development of Christian theology, and the study
of Paul. Paul addresses much of his polemic in Galatians against those
who appeared to be combining elements of Roman pagan worship
with selected Jewish Torah (‘Law’) requirements.
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Galatians offers an angry declaration of Christianity’s independence
from Judaism, as Jesus’ life and death was for the purpose of freedom
for all in the unity of Christ – Jew and Gentile alike. This is famously
described in Galatians 3:26, “There is no such thing as Jew or Greek,
slave and freeman, male and female; for you are all one person in
Jesus Christ.”
Themes
Paul’s true apostolic authority, justification through faith (and not
through works of law, incl. circumcision), Christian freedom from
Mosaic law (Torah), freedom in Jesus Christ, and a notable passage
on fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23 – “The harvest of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness and selfcontrol. Against such things there is no law.”).
Structure
Chapters 1-2 = The Gospel of the Crucified Messiah …
1:1-10

Greeting + there is no other Gospel.

1:11-24

Paul's vindication of his apostleship.

2:1-10

Paul and the other apostles.

2:11-14

Paul opposes Peter at Antioch.

2:15-21

Jews and Gentiles are saved by faith.

Chapters 3-4 = … creates a new multi-ethnic family …
3:1-14

Law or Faith?

3:15-18

The promise to Abraham.

3:19-4:7

The purpose of the Law.

4:8-20

Paul reproves the Galatians.

4:21-5:1

The allegory of Hagar and Sarah.
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Chapters 5-6 = … that is transformed by the Spirit.
5:2-15

The nature of Christian freedom.

5:16-21

The works of the flesh.

5:22-26

The fruits of the Spirit.

6:1-10

Bear one another’s burdens.

6:11-18

Final admonitions and Benediction.

Travels with Paul 6 – Rome
The city of Rome was
founded in the 8th
century BC and was
the centre of the
Roman
Kingdom
(753 BC–509 BC),
Roman Republic (509
BC–27
BC)
and
Roman Empire (27
BC–476 AD). The
Roman Empire expanded to become one of the largest empires in the
ancient world, with an estimated 50 to 90 million inhabitants (roughly
20% of the world's population at the time) and covering some 5
million square kilometres (1.9 million square miles) at its height in AD
117 (see map overleaf).
Palestine and Jerusalem were conquered by the Romans in 63 BC and,
despite some occasional revolts (most notably the ‘First Jewish
Revolt’ of 66-73 AD which led to the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem in 70 AD) remained under Roman control until 313 AD.
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The first great persecutor of the fledgling Jesus movement was
Emperor Nero (37AD – 68AD, Emperor from 54-68AD) who
scapegoated Christians for the Great Fire of Rome in 64 AD. Paul was
at this time a prisoner in Rome and it is thought that he was executed
around this time.

The Roman Empire at the time of Christ’s birth.

Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Paul’s letter to the Romans was probably written from Corinth
around 56-57 AD when he had not yet visited Rome but hoped to
make the imperial capital his departing point for a pioneering mission
to Spain. Romans offers the most comprehensive and systematic
expression of Paul’s theology.
Romans is almost certainly the most influential book in the New
Testament after the four Gospels, and the sheer density and
profundity of its ideas has kept New Testament scholars and
theologians occupied for almost 2,000 years!
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In the 20th century, the publication of Karl Barth’s 2nd edition of his
’Der Römerbrief’ in 1922 was said to have “fell like a bomb on the
playground of the theologians” and has radically transformed the
direction of theological studies over the last 100 years.
Themes
Justification by faith and freedom from Torah. Humanity’s need for
redemption (i) human error, (ii) justification by faith, (iii) Christ and
Adam (used by Augustine, Calvin and others to construct a doctrine
of ‘original sin’ – *see below), (iv) renewal in the Spirit, (v)Israel’s
disbelief and (vi) behaviour in the Church and the world.
*‘Original sin’ is a teaching (drawn from Adam’s original sinfulness in
Genesis – see Romans 5:12-21) that all human beings inherit an
unavoidable tendency to do wrong and are innately corrupt. Paul’s
word for sin however – hamartia – is a Greek archery term that
means “missing the mark”, to fall short of a desired goal or standard
of conduct. Rather than implying depravity or corruption, hamartia
commonly refers to an error of judgement – and so for Paul flawed
humanity has failed to hit the target of reunion with God – a
separation from God that has been closed in Jesus Christ.
Structure
Chapters 1-4 = The Gospel … reveals God’s righteousness
Ch. 1 Thanksgiving. The power of the Gospel & guilt of humankind.
Ch. 2 The righteous judgement of God. The Jews and the Law.
Ch. 3 None is righteous  Righteousness through faith
Ch. 4 The example of Abraham. God’s promises realised through faith.
Chapters 5-8 = The Gospel … creates a new humanity
Ch. 5 Results of justification. Adam and Christ.
Ch. 6 Dying and rising with Christ.
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Ch. 7 The Law and sin. The inner conflict.
Ch. 8 Life in the Spirit. Future glory. God’s love in Jesus Christ.
Chapters 9-11 = The Gospel … fulfils God’s promise to Israel
Ch. 9 God’s election of Israel. God’s mercy. Israel’s disbelief.
Ch. 10 Salvation is for all.
Ch. 11 Israel’s rejection is not final. Salvation of Gentiles and Israel.
Chapters 12-16 = The Gospel … unifies the Church
Ch. 12 New life in Christ. Marks of the true Christian.
Ch. 13 Being subject to the authorities. Love for one another.
Ch. 14 Do not judge one another.
Ch. 15 Please others, not yourselves. Why Paul writes so boldly.
Ch. 16 Personal greetings and final instructions.

Paul’s reputed prison cell at Mamertine Prison
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Travels with Paul 7 – What is his legacy?

Although other early Christian missionaries converted Gentiles, and
the Christian movement even without Paul probably would have
broken away from its Jewish parent, Paul played a crucial role in those
developments and accordingly is regarded as the second founder of
the Christian movement. His mission to convert Gentiles helped to
achieve the separation of the Christian movement from Judaism, but
that was not his intention, and the causes of the breach went well
beyond his apostleship.
It should be emphasized that he sought to create a new humanity in
Christ, including all Jews and all Gentiles. Most Jews, however, did not
join the movement, which became largely a Gentile religion.
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Paul’s greatest impact on Christian history comes from his letters,
which are the most influential books of the New Testament after the
Gospels. The Christological statements in his letters have been
particularly important in the development of Christian theology.
Although they do not form a complete system, they show a powerful
mind grappling with the question of how to express the relationship
between Jesus the Christ and God the Father. Paul’s letters inspired
Christian thinkers for the next several centuries to attempt to find a
satisfactory explanation of that relationship.
In the letters, Paul also developed powerful expressions of the human
relationship to the divine in his ideas of faith as total commitment to
Christ, of Christians as constituting the body of Christ, and of baptism
as becoming one person with Christ and in sharing his death so as to
share in his life.
Paul’s view that the law of the Hebrew Bible is not entirely binding on
Gentile converts gives biblical sanction to the selectivity practiced by
subsequent Christianity. As discussed above, Paul rejected some
Jewish law but he regarded the Sabbath law as optional and so this
view has generally been taken to mean that Christians are free from
strict observance of the Sabbath law, even though it is included
among the Ten Commandments. The Christian world in general,
however, has observed a weekly day of rest without regarding it as
absolutely essential and without requiring all the restrictions of the
Jewish law.
Paul’s letters have been especially important at times of controversy
among Christians. Paul was a master debater and polemicist, though
the ancient Jewish modes of argumentation he used can make him
difficult for modern readers to understand. It has proved to be fairly
simple for Christian leaders to identify their opponents with Paul’s
and to use his invective and argumentation against them.
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Paul’s letters are vital and persuasive partly because they reveal
powerful aspects of his personality, especially his passion and
dedication. In his last extant letter (Romans) he summarized both his
total commitment and his complete confidence in God and Christ.
If God is on our side, who is against us? … What then
can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction
or hardship? Can persecution, hunger, nakedness,
danger, or sword? For I am convinced that there is
nothing in death or life … in the world as it is or the
world as it shall be … nothing in all creation that can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. (Romans 8:31–39):
The reader of Paul’s letters will know that such passages are true to
the man himself, who endured suffering and privation and finally died
for his cause. The example of commitment, as well as the willingness
to suffer and die if need be, were widely imitated in early Christianity
and helped it to survive and flourish despite periods of persecution.
Profound passion and total dedication constitute part of the enduring
legacy of Paul’s life and letters.
Paul’s legacy
1. Theology
•

Helped the early church form an understanding of the
importance and significance of the 'Christ' event.

•

Rejects the appropriation of Greek and Roman pagan
influences into Christianity.

•

Paul's letters show a powerful mind grappling with the
relationship between Jesus and God, and between God and
humanity.
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2. Justification by faith
•

It is our faith which justifies us before God, and not how we
observe laws, rites and rituals.

•

Equally, while our actions (works) are important and can
demonstrate our faith, it is our faith in God which is crucial.

•

No-one is righteous in and of themselves - righteousness
(being right) comes from God.

3. Spread of Gospel and Church
•

Travelled to spread the Gospel to form new Christian
communities/churches.

•

Christ transformed Paul's life. He wanted others to
experience that transformation too.

•

Quote: "The church is never more than one generation away
from extinction … all it would take is for a single generation
not to hand the word on."

4. Gospel is for all
•

There is unity in Christ. One body, one faith, one baptism.

•

Good news is for all - Jew or Gentile, male or female, etc.

•

The gospel therefore creates a new humanity in Christ - a
multi-ethnic family.

•

Many members/parts of the body, all with different
functions, but still one body.
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Reflection on Romans 8:31-39 – Sunday 15th August
For I am convinced that there is nothing in death or life …
in the world as it is or the world as it shall be … nothing in
all creation that can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)
The New Testament scholar and theologian N. T. Wright says this
about these verses. He writes, “The end of Romans 8 deserves to be
written in letters of fire on the living tablets of our hearts.”
Paul is a master orator, a profound wordsmith, whose passion
sometimes pours off the page and into our deepest hearts. And this
passage, which is the culmination of his argument through Chapters
5 to 8 of Romans, is one of his finest. It’s like a masterful Barrister or
Advocate – who has slowly been taking the Jury through the
arguments – and who is now summing up with confidence the case
they have made. With these words, that “nothing … can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus”, Paul reaches the climax of his
argument, and indeed his whole theology.
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The message is that misfortunes do not provide any evidence that
God has abandoned us. Evil exists … but it will be overcome. Death
and loss is a reality … but it is not the final word – for we shall be
reunited in God’s love in Christ Jesus.
Yes, we will know separation in our lives. Part of what it means to be
human is separation from those things and those people we love. The
forces that cause separation are many and Paul lists some of them …
and sometimes it feels as if the weight of all these forces would tip
the scales away from us. Few, if any of us, do not know the weight
and the force of these powers.
And so it is remarkable when Paul proclaims to these powers loudly
and firmly: “No!” Shall these things prevail? Shall these things have
the capacity to undo us, to undo the most central element of our lives
– love – God’s love? “No!” says Paul. He is convinced, he says, that
nothing will prevail against God’s love.
The love that God has for us is like a wedding ring. It forms a circle. It
has no beginning and no end. It is strong – it cannot be broken easily.
The poet and cleric, John Donne, once explained the nature of God’s
unending love in a sermon. Donne said,
“God’s love is like a circle; and a circle is endless. Whom God
loves, he loves to the end; and his end is, not that he should
cease to love them; no: his end is, to love them still.”
So, what does this mean for you and me? If God’s love for us is
endless, then our task is to share that knowledge and that love with
others. We are to reach out to the world God so loved, the world far
outside our church doors, the world that may not know the story of
Jesus and of God’s unconditional and unending love for humanity.
For, as Paul writes, “I am convinced that there is nothing in death or
life … in the world as it is or the world as it shall be … nothing in all
creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
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Paul’s words are the biblical version of that great old gospel hymn
and protest song, ‘We Shall Overcome’.
We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
we shall overcome someday!
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
we shall overcome someday!
We’ll walk hand in hand … some day!
We shall live in peace … some day!
We are not afraid … today!
God will see us through … today!
We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
we shall overcome someday!
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
we shall overcome someday!
May you, like Paul, know and trust in, the unending love of God in
Jesus Christ. Today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen.
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